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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 718 Washington, D. C. October 29, 1938 


Bulletin on Wage-Hour Law Mailed 


Copies of the Association's bulletin containing the 
interpretative bulletins and regulations issued by the 
administrator of the wage and hour law, as well as an 
explanation of their application to the canning indus- 
try, have been mailed to all member firms of the Asso- 
ciation. Members desiring additional copies may ob- 
tain them by writing to the Association's office at 
Washington. 


DISCRIMINATORY DELIVERED PRICES 


Charged in Commission Complaint—Order Issued 
in Brokerage Case 


The practice of selling at different delivered prices in dif- 
ferent markets, when the differences in delivered prices can- 
not be accounted for by varying freight charges, was attacked 
by the Federal Trade Commission as discriminatory under 
the Robinson-Patman Act in a complaint issued October 21 
against the Corn Products Refining Company and its sub- 
sidiary, the Corn Products Sales Company, Inc. 

The respondents are engaged in manufacturing and sell- 
ing various corn products such as starch, glucose, corn syrup, 
corn sugar, ete. The commission charged that these prod- 
wets are customarily sold on a delivered basis. While the 
delivered prices charged buyers at any given point of de- 
livery are identical, the delivered prices are claimed to be 
discriminatory between competing buyers located at diverse 
points of delivery. Thus, for example, the complaint charges 
that the respondents sold a particular product to a buyer 
in Chicago at a price of $3.04 per hundredweight, while the 
same product was sold to a competing buyer at St. Joseph, 
Missouri, at a price of $3.40 per hundredweight. The com- 
plaint charges that the amount of freight paid by the re- 
spondents on these particular shipments was identical, as 
the Chicago buyer was supplied by shipments from respond- 
ents’ plant at Argo, Illinois, and the Missouri buyer was sup- 
plied by respondents’ Kansas City plant. Since the buyers 
are in competition with each other, the complaint charges 
that these differences in delivered prices, which cannot be 
justified on the basis of different freight rates, are discrimina- 
tory and in violation of Section (a) of the Robinson-Patman 
Act. Similar discriminations between other Chicago buyers 
and competing buyers at Kansas City, Missouri, are also 
alleged, although none of the buyers is named as respondent. 

In another decision dealing with the brokerage provisions 
of the Robinson-Patman Act, the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion on October 20, 1938, issued a cease and desist order 
against the Daniel Brokerage Company of Athens, Ga. In 


its findings of fact and its conclusions, the commission found 
that the Daniel Brokerage Company was in a partnership 
consisting of three individuals, and that these three indi- 
viduals were the principal officers of the Webb Crawford 
Company, a wholesale grocery concern of Athens, Georgia, 
and owned substantially all of the outstanding stock of that 
company. Substantially all of the business of the Daniel 
Brokerage Company consisted of placing orders with sellers 
for the purchase of commodities by the Webb Crawford 
Wholesale Grocery Company. On these transactions the 
sellers paid to the Brokerage Company brokerage commis- 
sions ranging from | to 5 per cent. 

The commission found that because of the close relation- 
ship between the Daniel Brokerage Company and the Webb 
Crawford Company, evidenced by the fact that the partners 
of the brokerage firm were the officers and principal stock- 
holders of the wholesale grocer buyer, the brokerage firm 
in fact acted for and in behalf of, and subject to the direct 
control of the wholesale grocer whenever it placed orders 
for the purchase of merchandise. Under these circum- 
stances, the commission concluded that the brokerage firm 
rendered no services to the seller, and could not under the 
law render any services to the seller. The commission 
further concluded that the payment of brokerage to the 
Daniel Brokerage Company was, in effect, the payment of 
brokerage to the buyer, the Webb Crawford Company, and 
was in violation of subsection (c) of the Robinson-Patman 
Act. It ordered the brokerage company to cease and desist 
from receiving any brokerage payments in the future on 
purchases made by the Webb Crawford Company. 


STATE FOOD-DRUG LAWS © 


Officials Discuss Aspects of Plans 
or New Legislation 


The open sessions of the meeting of the Association of 
Dairy, Food and Drug Officials held at Chicago, October 
18-21, were given over to a consideration of the new Federal 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, and the various addresses, in 
addition to direct comments on the Act, promoted discussion 
concerning uniform State food and drug legislation. 


In substance, the addresses and discussions on new State 


Dairy-F 


legislation indicated that there would be changes in food and 


drug statutes in a majority of cases. There was the general 
belief that State legislation should follow Federal laws and 
that non-uniformity of legislation among States would re- 
sult in a burden to industry. Opposition was expressed to 
the passage of inspection, license, and quarantine laws for 
the purpose of subsidizing and protecting local producers 
against competition from neighboring States. Discussion 
comment stressed the point that food and drug laws are 
essentially public health measures, and that this basic func- 
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tion will be weakened if the scope of the legislation is broad- 
ened in an attempt to secure substantial revenue. 


W. G. Campbell, chief of the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, illustrated how the new Federal Act is stronger than 
the existing law in certain respects. He pointed out that 
the new Act classes a product as adulterated if colored so 
that it appears better than it is, whereas the old law merely 
prohibited the use of color to conceal inferiority. Beyond 
this, he referred to the greater emphasis on sanitation, to 
the provision against the use of actively or potentially poi- 
sonous containers, and to the fact that exception may be 
taken under the new Act to facts unstated on labels, as well 
as to statements given. 

Representing the National Canners Association at the open 
sessions were Dr. W. D. Bigelow and Dr. E. J. Cameron of 
the Research Laboratory. 


WINTER VEGETABLE PLANTINGS 


Early Reports to ture Bureau Indicate 
Increase in 1939 Season Acreage 


Early reports to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
indicate that the plantings of fall and winter vegetables in 
the Southern States are, in general, larger than a year ago, 
the Bureau announced October 25. Early indications of the 
acreage planted and to be planted to 11 fall and winter truck 
crops in the Southern States and California for the 1939 
season point to an increase of 14 per cent over last year, and 
37 per cent over the 1927-36 average acreage. 


Increases over a year ago were reported for fall snap 
beans, early cabbage, fall cucumbers, and peppers. These 
increases were partly offset by decreases in artichokes, fall 
carrots, fall and winter cauliflower, celery, and kale. The 
acreage of asparagus for the United States as a whole for 
cutting in 1939, including that for canning, frozen pack, etc., 
is expected to be 9 per cent larger than that cut in 1938, and 
20 per cent larger than the 1927-36 average. 


Despite the recent unfavorable growing conditions for late 
truck crops this year, the combined production of all those 
now available for market is indicated to be about 20 per cent 
larger than a year earlier, the Bureau reported. The com- 
bined tonnage of commercial truck crops for manufacture is 
indicated as of October 1 to be about 14 per cent less than 
the record large crop produced in 1937, but about 24 per 
cent more than the 1927-36 average. Decreases in asparagus, 
sweet corn, spinach, and tomatoes more than offset increases 
in the other items. 


CITRUS MARKETING PROGRAM 


Representatives of Growers and Government Agree 
Upon Self-Help Proposal 


Industry self-help, supplemented by government assistance 
through marketing programs and purchases by Federal Sur- 
plus Commodities Corporation, was agreed upon October 25 
by the representatives of the citrus industry and representa- 
tives of the Department of Agriculture at their conference 
held in Washingon. The Department agreed to purchase a 
total of around 8,000,000 boxes of surplus citrus fruit, in- 


volving a cost not to exceed $10,000,000, including trans- 
portation, if the growers would divert from commercial 
channels another 8,000,000 boxes of substandard fruit. 


In addition, the plan agreed upon also called for efforts 
by the citrus fruit industry to develop a voluntary market- 
ing agreement among canners, involving minimum price for 
fruit bought by canners, and providing for minimum quality 
of grapefruit used for canning. Grapefruit juice bought for 
relief use would be purchased from or processed by cooperat- 


ing canners, 


The plan for both grapefruit and oranges provides for the 
operation of marketing agreement programs in each of the 
producing areas of Florida, California, Arizona, and Texas. 
Under the program, purchases of oranges for relief distri- 
bution would total approximately 3,000,000 boxes of fruit 
grading primarily No. 2, and would be contingent on indus- 
try diversion from commercial channels of another 3,000,000 
boxes. Under the grapefruit program, the grapefruit in- 
dustry in each area would move to market only the better 
grades of fruit, keeping low grade and cull fruits from en- 
tering commercial market. The FSCC would buy, at a 
price not less than 15 cents per box on the tree, a total of 
about 5,000,000 boxes for relief distribution, and the industry 
would divert from fresh market and cannery outlets another 
5,000,000 boxes, largely third grade fruit. Total supplies of 
grapefruit, which the industry contemplates marketing in 
normal fresh fruit channels under the program, would be 
higher in quality and exceed by over 2,000,000 boxes the 
record quantities in either of the past two years. 


Cuban Winter Vegetable Acreages 


Plantings of tomatoes, potatoes, peppers, eggplant, and 
cucumbers in Cuba are expected to be below last year, ac- 
cording to a report from the American consul at Habana. 
Present indications on the lima bean crop this winter are that 
it will equal in size that of the past season, however. Ex- 
ports of lima beans to the United States from November 1 
to April 30 last season totaled 182,900 hampers as compared 
with 122,600 hampers a year earlier. 

The early tomato crop is expected to be about the same as 
the past season although the late tomato crop prospects are 
below last year’s production. Total tomato exports to Amer- 
ican markets for the crop year, November to April, are 
expected to amount to about 1,200,000 lugs, as compared 
with 1,433,000 lugs during the past crop year. 


Bulletin Issued on Swiftsure Bank Fisheries 


In a bulletin entitled “The Salmon and Salmon Fisheries 
of Swiftsure Bank, Puget Sound, and the Fraser River”, 
the Bureau of Fisheries has published the results of its in- 
vestigation of changes in the seasonal occurrence of various 
salmon species, as well as changes in abundance. The report 
relates the commercial development of the fisheries in this 
district, evaluates fishing intensity under various methods of 
control, and contains the result of the investigation of the 
relation of fishing intensity to seasonal occurrence. The 
publication, Bulletin No. 27, is for sale at 30 cents by the 


Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. 
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1938 CANNED PEA PACK 


Association’s Division of Statistics Compiles Pro- 
duction by Regions and Grades 


Revised figures, showing breakdown of the canned pea 
pack in 1938 by regions and grades, have been compiled by 
the Association’s Division of Statistics. Preliminary report 
on the 1938 canned pea pack by grades was published in 
the INrormation Letter for September 3. The following 
table shows the revised pack by varieties, regions, and 


grades: ’ 
Alaskas Sweets Total 
Northeast: Cases Cases 
186,990 1,591,217 1,778,207 
Extra Standard..... 71,393 506 , 237 577,630 
Standard.......... 25,991 205 ,907 231,898 
Total 284,374 2,303,361 2,587,735 
Middle Atlantic: 
ae 154,710 184,548 339 , 258 
Extra Standard..... 492,345 236,450 728,795 
Standard.......... 1,615,518 105,210 1,720,728 
Mid-West 
1,933,243 2,945,938 4,879,181 
Extra Standard..... 3,026,636 1,934,381 4,961,017 
2,963,249 1,035,221 3,998,470 
Total.......... 7,923,128 5,915,540 13,838,668 
West: 
94,050 3,277,606 3,371,656 
Extra Standard... .. 41,345 1,546,493 1,587,838 
ee 209,711 5,970,420 6,180,131 
10,679,786 14,715,529 25,395,315 


Inasmuch as this is the first year that the canned pea 
pack has been reported by grades, comparative figures are 
not available for earlier years. In the following table, 
however, the pack of 1938 is compared with stocks on 
October 1, 1937, by grades: 


1938 = Oct. 1, 1937 


Pack Stocks 

Northeast: Per cent Per cent 

Middle Atlantic: 

Mid-West 

28.9 39.5 
West: 


Response to Institutional Recipes 


“Canned Foods Recipes for Fifty,” the new institutional 
recipe publication, has met with excellent response from the 
various groups to which it was sent. Following are excerpts 
from letters from different sources: 


“The value of this booklet is apparent to us who have been 
endeavoring to develop recipes based on the usual number 
of 6 or 8, as given in the books ordinarily available, and we 
believe that your action marks an important land-mark in 
progress in subsistence of large numbers of people.” 


“Congratulations on a fectly grand book on quantity 
recipes using canned Pu wg I like this very much and I 
know we are going to find it an exceedingly worthwhile ref- 
erence. You have some nice new ideas here that will please 
all of our readers, and the directions are given in a manner 
which will be easy to follow. I am awfully glad to have my 
copy and you know it will occupy a very important place on 
my desk.” 

“Thank you for your copy of ‘Canned Foods Recipes for 
Fifty’. I could use three more copies in our branch libraries 
and for circulation if you cared to send them. We bind 
them in a permanent binding so they will be more durable.” 

“May we have fifty copies of ‘Canned Foods Recipes for 
Fifty’ for limited distribution in our Home Service work. We 
are finding the copy you sent us sometime ago very help- 
ful and many of our customers are desirous of copies for 
their church suppers and lodge meetings.” 

“I received the ‘Canned Foods Recipes for Fifty’ and I 
used it immediately. We have a class in Tea Room Man- 
agement in the Vocational School and I don’t know any book 
that will be more helpful to our women taking the course. 
Would you be able to send us copies éf this book for them? 
We have two groups a year and about twenty in each group.” 


Poland Sets Special Quota for American Prunes 


A special quota for the importation into Poland of 2,000 
tons of American prunes, subject to payment of compensa- 
tion fees of 52 per cent of their c.i.f. value, has been allo- 
cated, according to a cablegram received in the Department 
of Commerce from the American commercial attache at War- 
saw. It is understood that the above quota has been granted 
“on behalf of Polish malt exports to the United States.” 


Specific Gravity Test for Grading Peas 


In a recent press release, the U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture calls attention to a test for maturity or quality in peas. 
This test is based on the increase in specific gravity of 
peas with advancing maturity. The principle utilized is also 
employed in brine separation of unblanched peas. Those 
canners who have used gravity separators in their factories 
will understand the principle on which the test is based. 

Department officials with whom the Association has con- 
sulted, suggest that canners who may be interested in this 
test will find a complete presentation of the details of the 
method in an article by S. L. Jodidi, published in the 
“Canning Age” for July and August, 1938. It is pointed 
out by these officials that while the test may have possibilities, 
it should be regarded at present as being in the laboratory 
or experimental stage. 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Exports of canned meats, vegetables, evaporated milk, fruits, and most fish items increased in September, 1938, as 
compared with September, 1937, while exports of condensed milk decreased considerably. Increases in exports of fruits 
for salad and peaches were large. The following table, compiled from records of the Department of Commerce, furnishes 
figures for the month of August, both years, and the first 9 months of 1938 as compared with the same period of 1937; 


September, 1938 


Pounds 
1,172,434 


Exports 
Canned meats, total. . . 
roast, 
boiled, hash, ham- 


Evaporated milk 
Canned fruits, total... . 
a 


10,421,102 
Condensed and evap- 
orated milk....... 
Canned fish in oil: 
Sardines 


76,323 


Crab meat 
Clams and oysters... 
Lobs 


September, 1937 


Value 
$293 ,622 


177,213 
99 , 207 
22,612 


1,127,937 
3,475 


243,761 
36, 768 
4,235 
15,744 


263 , 490 
14,398 
32,576 


118,114 


2,057 
24,722 


36,454 
1,650 


120 883 
230, 202 


Pounds 
1,206 , 895 
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1,083 , 173 
42 ,292 
100,944 
1,374,253 
24,516 
52 ,066 
3, 766,073 


527,023 
570,225 


738 ,979 
3,635 ,032 


Value 
$375,578 


15,149 
243,414 


279, 143 
135,578 


20,845 
8626 
28/281 
10/151 
13,021 
29932 
31,680 
152,922 


BEE 2 
to 


Se: 


S883 


121,951 


1,913 
11,728 


34,589 
51, 803 


42,750 
164,474 


Jan.-Sept., 1937 


Pounds 


Value 


Jan.-Sept., 1938 


Pounds 


Value 


10,777,461 $3,089,200 10,061,458 $3,402,815 
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125 ,030 
521,270 
1,841,072 
694 


8 


ge 


= 
3 


53,151 
2,970, 760 


1,860; 478 
176,261 


721, 187 
947 , 366 
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98 ,907 
398 ,958 
2,398,931 
280 ,970 
225 , 049 
2,507,357 
1,226,320 


176, 181 
109 , 856 
247,709 
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27,242 7,361 76,841 
‘ Beef, other......... 119 , 668 45,938 63 ,085 
461 , 648 170,000 684,157 
87,979 26, 308 180 , 487 52,528 
475 ,897 4,015 202,325 275,134 
Canned vegetables,total 2,813,400 275,252 3,307,458 3,322,376 
2 Asparagus.......... 784,595 117,570 986 , 303 1,949,101 
Baked beans and 
pork and beans... 404,124 22,384 530, 142 243 , 429 
98 ,532 7,591 111,431 108 , 857 
418,441 34,572 497 ,879 229 , 364 
258 , 264 25,710 263 ,932 212,089 223 , 559 
92,273 5,776 141,483 74,109 57 , 086 
Tomato paste....... 170,304 17,494 135 , 208 76,798 67,158 
Tomato juice....... 247, 780 16,110 211,173 185 ,473 147,066 
339 , 087 28 429 ,907 243 , 156 252 ,422 
Condensed milk....... 1,220,720 155 ,668 279 ,423 630,594 975 537,952 
1,538 ,643 113,351 2,380,140 17 1,201,919 
38,987,646 3,127,594 48,86 15,433 , 584 
sauce............ _ 747,885 32,029 326 , 660 
Apricots........... 2,911,422 227 ,952 1,625,201 
; Berries, other....... 39 , 887 7,080 87,877 
182 ,952 22,652 300 , 260 
Fruits for salad....: 3,828,763 432,125 2, 
Grapefruit......... 1,128,968 67,194 
Loganberries........ 47,934 4,719 60 
Peaches............ 10,576,759 813,660 3,622 3, 
Pears.............. 9,818,345 773 ,825 3,552 
Pineapple.......... 8,992,018 683 , 043 1,986 
71,959 3,877 72 
640 , 809 59,438 352,210 2, 
Salmon.............. 7,769,741 1,551,406 5,119,831 28, 4, 
Sardines............. 2,406,032 2,375,676 25) 
Shellfish, other........ 78,841 14,630 131,789 
IMPORTS 
657,765 70,328,004 7,258,503 6, 168 , 525 
9,706 1,195,564 38,304 
2, 313,175 21,860,974 2,197,524 
is Anchovies.......... 86,757 52,761 1,657,538 7 662 , 364 
258,701 175,419 10,162,478 5,963,224 1,019,311 
64, 104 50 , 268 13,174 652 ,350 447,593 118,391 
Canned shellfish: 
687,371 337,617 9,670,720 6,611, 2,322,743 
56 , 800 47,170 633 , 882 315 , 068 546, 248 , 593 
Other canned fish..... 1,424,008 17,927,963 1,317,768 9,969, 894, 720 
Canned vegetables: 
15,932 237,294 21,560 310, 26,531 
Mushrooms......... 91,682 | 619 ,962 182,673 599, 143 ,903 
Tomatoes.......... 5,844,306 233,099 138,538 34,085,067 1,364,095 34,462, 1, 402 ,054 
= 502 ,951 6,619,424 483,053 6,387 422, 103 
29,072 153 ,628 9,471 6863, 408 , 675 
Canned pineapple, duti- 
13 , 878 , 688 8,633 , 585 503 , 909 
Philippine _Islands, 
11,905 , 536 589 , 880 
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Chain Grocery Store Sales for September 


Daily average sales of chain grocery stores for September, 
1938, were about 14% per cent below the dollar volume for 
September, 1937, according to preliminary figures made pub- 
lic by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 

Sales increased from August to September by more than 
the usual seasonal amount. Sales for the first 9 months of 
the year were 3 per cent below those for the same period of 
1937. 


Bean Stocks Held by Canners October 1 


Stocks of green beans on October | totaled 5,132,518 cases 
and stocks of wax beans totaled 1,323,540 cases, according 
to the report of the Association’s Division of Statistics. 
Stocks of green beans on October 1, 1937, were 3,770,150 
cases, and stocks of wax beans totaled 663,164 cases. 


The report is based on figures from about 86 per cent of 
the canners packing green and wax beans. Estimates have 
been included for the remaining 14 per cent whose reports 
have not yet been received. A detailed report of the green 
and wax bean pack could not be issued at this time because 
a few canners have not submitted pack statistics. The figures 
for stocks by variety and regions, with comparisons for two 
years, are given below: 

October 1, 1937 October 1, 1938 

Green Wax Green Wax 

Cases Cases Cases Cases 

685,200 350,178 845,892 527,790 

977,920 45,100 1,018,630 131,826 

702,800 190,537 1,081,080 539,010 
1,186,930 77,349 1,862,880 70,560 

217,300 324,036 54,354 


Total U. S........ 3,770,150 663,164 5,132,518 1,323,540 


North East 
Middle Atlantic... . 


Michigan Issues Bean-Grading Regulations 


New bean-grading regulations were recently issued by the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture, according to the 
October 19 issue of “Marketing Activities,” a weekly re- 
view of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Four grades 
are provided by the regulations: “Choice hand picked,” 
“Prime hand picked,” “Choice re-cleaned,” and “Fancy 
screened,” 


The grades are mandatory on all save beans sold by pro- 
ducers directly to ultimate consumers. The Michigan com- 
missioner of agriculture has announced that a full-time staff 
of inspectors would police the entire State in search of mis- 
branded produce. 


FSCC Authorized to Buy Dry Beans 


The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation has been 
authorized to buy surplus dry edible beans under a purchase 
program which will be effective from the present time to 
June 30, 1939. Dry beans bought by the Corporation must 
grade U. S. No. 2 or better. 

Total supply of dry edible beans for the 1938-39 season 
is estimated to be 16,612,100 bags of 100 pounds each. This 
supply represents an increase of more than 2,700,000 bags 


over the average annual supply for the 10-year period 1927-36. 
The total supply includes an estimated crop of 14,262,000 
bags of dry beans for 1938, and an estimated carryover of 
2,250,000 bags. 


BEEF CATTLE SITUATION 


Bureau of Agricultural Economics Summarizes 
Outlook for Supplies and Prices 


No material change has occurred in the outlook for 
supplies and prices of beef cattle during the past 2 months, 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported October 19. 
Marketings of grain-fed cattle during the remainder of 1938 
are expected to continue larger than a year earlier, and 
marketings of cows and heifers probably will be smaller. 

Some increase is probable in the number of cattle to be 
fed for market during the coming winter and spring com- 
pared with the number fed last year. But early October re- 
ports do not indicate a very large increase. It is believed 
that the number of cattle available as feeders will be a 
limiting factor. 

Though there may be some further increase in supplies 
of grain-fed cattle in 1939, marketings of cows and heifers 
probably will be reduced as the tendency to rebuild and 
increase cattle herds becomes more pronounced. Total 
supplies of slaughter cattle in 1939 are expected to be 
somewhat smaller than in 1938. 

With the improvement in industrial activity and con- 
sumer incomes now under way, it is expected that the 
demand for meats in 1939 will be stronger than in 1938, 
This stronger demand together with the reduced marketings 
of cows and heifers are likely to be price strengthening 
factors. On the other hand, increased marketings of grain- 
fed cattle and of hogs in 1939 are likely to be weakening 
factors for prices of beef cattle. 

In September and early October, prices of the better 
grades of beef steers advanced to new high levels for the 
year. But prices of most other grades of slaughter cattle 
continued to decline seasonally, with increased marketings. 
The spread between prices of the better and lower grades 
of slaughter cattle widened rapidly during the summer 
months, and in early October was somewhat wider than 
average for that period. The price spread usually is widest 
in October, with prices of the better grades at or near their 
seasonal peak and prices of the lower grades at or near the 
seasonal low point for the year. 


HOG MARKETINGS INCREASE 


ural Bureau Believes Seasonal Increase 
Will Continue for Three Months 


The seasonal increase in hog marketings now in progress 
probably will continue during the next 3 months, the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics reported October 18. 
Slaughter supplies of hogs during the coming winter and 
spring seasons will be larger than a year earlier. And for 
the new marketing year, which began October 1, slaughter 
is expected to be larger than in any year since 1933-34. 
Consumer demand for hog products in the 1938-39 market- 
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ing year, however, it is likely to be somewhat stronger than 
in 1937-38. 

The trend in hog prices has been downward since late 
July, and prices declined fairly sharply in late September 
and early October. For the week ended October 8 the 
average price of butcher hogs at Chicago was $8.45 com- 
pared with about $9 in mid-September and about $9.65 in 
mid-July. The drop in prices since July reflects chiefly the 
increase in marketings of new-crop hogs. The market 
movement of such hogs got under way in volume consider- 
ably earlier than usual this year. Ordinarily hog marketings 
in August or September are the smallest for any month of 
the year, but supplies in July were less than in either 
August or September. 


French Tomato Import Quota Includes Sauces 


Effective September 23, 1938, sauces with a tomato base, 
utilized as condiments, were classed under the French tariff 
as canned tomatoes, according to Commerce Reports of 
October 22. Consequently, these sauces are subject to im- 
port quota restrictions for preserved tomatoes, of which the 
allotment to the United States is 4.4 metric tons for the fourth 
quarter of 1938 as reported in the INrormation Letter for 
October 8. 

Shipments en route before September 21 were admitted 
under the former regime by which some sauces with a tomato 
base were admitted as “prepared spices: sauces” on which 
import quota restrictions were removed on October 3, 1936. 


State Association Conventions 
November 2-4—Association of Pacific Fisheries, Hotel Del 
Monte, Del Monte, Calif. 


November 9 and 10—Iowa-Nebraska Canners Association, 
Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des Moines. 

November 14-16—Wisconsin Canners Association, Schroe- 
der Hotel, Milwaukee. 


November 16 and 17—Pennsylvania Canners Association, 
Yorktowne Hotel, York. 


November 17 and 18-—Indiana Canners Association, Clay- 
pool Hotel, Indianapolis. 


December 8 and 9—Association of New York State Can- 
ners, Seneca Hotel, Rochester. 


December 13 and 14—Ohio Canners Association, 


January 4-6, 1939—Northwest Canners Association, Port- 
land, Ore. 


Summer Pack of Canned Pineapple in Taiwan 


The summer pack of Taiwan pineapples will amount to 
approximately 1,000,000 cases, the Taiwan Amalgamated 
Pineapple Company, Ltd., has estimated, according to the 
American consulate at Taihoku, Japan. Of these it is 
planned to export 30 per cent to foreign markets; 40 per 
cent will be used by the military, and 30 per cent will be for 
local consumption. As there is reportedly no outlet in 
Europe, the company considers the United States the most 
reasonable market for Taiwan canned pineapples. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
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Rural Retail Sales by Regions for September 


The decline in daily average sales of general merchandise 
in small towns and rural areas for September, 1938, as com- 
pared with September, 1937, was relatively less in the Middle 
West than in other regions of the country, according to 
estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
The estimates are based on rural chain store and mail order 
sales. The Middle West sales decreased about 64 per cent, 
the Eastern and Southern areas both showed declines of 
about 7 per cent, while a decline of 10 per cent was noted 
for the Far West. Rural sales for the country as a whole 
declined 7 per cent. 


September sales as compared with August of this year 
recorded the largest percentage gain in the South, with an 
increase of 43 per cent. Increases in the other regions were 
29 per cent in the East, 20 per cent in the Middle West, and 
12% per cent in the Far West. Increases in all the regions 
with the exception of the Far West were more than the usual 
seasonal amounts recorded from August to September. 
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